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566 General Notes. 

As soon as all the sections are in order on the object-glass, the 
smooth surface of the blotting-paper is laid on it and stroked lightly 
several times with the finger to remove all the superfluous oil. 

The Canada balsam and cover-glass maynow be added without 
danger of displacing the sections. Entire removal of the oil 
insures the preservation of the most fugitive colors. The sections 
should not be placed near the edge of the cover-glass, as every 
discoloration begins at the edge. 

In the foregoing manner, over 100 sections were placed in a 
complete series under one cover-glass, in as short a time as by 
the paraffin method. 

As celloidin, like paraffin, does not readily penetrate chitinous 
envelopes, cuticula and cocoons, care should be taken : — 

1. To use at first very thin solutions, which should be gradually 
brought to the concentration which the imbedding mass is to have 

2. To imbed twice, the first time merely to cut the object in 
pieces, or open a cocoon, or cut etc., with the microtome. 



SCIENTIFIC NEWS. 



—The American Association for the Advancement of Science 
will hold its thirty-seventh meeting at Cleveland, commencing 
August 21st, under the Presidency of the Hon. J. W. Powell, of 
Washington, D. C. 

— The International Geological Congress will hold its fourth 
meeting in London, commencing September 14th. The honorary 
president is Professor T. H. Huxley, who is also president of the 
organizing committee. The Acting president is Professor J. Prest- 
witch. 

—The British Association for the Advancement of Science holds 
its annual meeting at Bath this year, commencing September 5th. 
The President is Sir Frederick J. Bramwell. 

—The Annual Excursion of the Geological Society of France 
will be this year in the neighborhoods of Commentry, Chateauneufe 
St. Germain des Fosses, Moulin and St, Armand. A great range 
of geological formations will be visited. 

—Professor Charles Linden, of the Buffalo High School, died in 
Buffalo, N. Y., February 3d, 1888, aged fifty-six years. He was 
born in Breslau, Germany, and came to this country at an early age. 
His studies were in the line of ornithology, and he made collecting 
expeditions to Florida, Brazil, the West Indies, and Labrador. 
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— An obituary notice of the late Professor F. V. Hayden, from 
the pen of Professor J. P. Lesley, occurs in the Proceedings of the 
American Philosophical Society, Vol. XXV. 

— The first part of the eleventh volume of the Journal of the 
Cincinnati Society of Natural History contains a general index to 
the previous ten volumes. 

— The annual report of the Essex Institute (Salem, Mass.) shows 
that society in a prosperous condition. The additions to the library 
for the year aggregate 20,739 entries, while the income for the year, 
exclusive of legacies and special funds, amounted to $4,405. 

— A new zoological station is to be started at Ostend. It will be 
supported by four Belgian universities. 

— The Linnean Society of London celebrated its hundredth anni- 
versary May 24th, 1888. Among other features of the centennial 
were the reading of a eulogium upon Linnaeus, prepared by his suc- 
cessor, Professor Fries, of Upsala ; one by Sir Joseph Hooker, upon 
Robert Browne; one by Professor Flower, upon Charles Darwin, 
and one by Professor P. W. T. Thistleton Dyer, upon George 
Bentham. The council has decided to establish a Linnean gold 
medal, to be awarded to a botanist and a zoologist in alternate 
years, and the first award was made to Richard Owen and Sir 
Joseph Hooker. 

— The meeting of the British Association for the Advancement of 
Science will be held this year at Bath, beginning September 5th at 
8 P.M. 

— J. Jverson has been sent by the University of Christiania to 
Sumatra to make zoological collections for the University. 

— The first and second parts of the monograph of the weaver-birds 
(Ploceidse) and arboreal and terrestrial finches (Fringillidse), by 
Edward Bartlett, The Museum, Maidstone, Kent, England, is now 
ready for circulation. Price, 10s. Qd. each part. 

— Willard A. Stowell, 222 Second si, Trenton, N. J., is preparing 
a catalogue of all North American Ferns, embracing in that area 
Mexico, Central America and the West Indies. He desires notes 
and exchanges. 

— Professor Harrison E. Webster, of Rochester University, has 
recently been elected President of Union College, Schenectady, N. Y. 

— The Association of German Naturalists and Physicians holds its 
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annual meeting this year at Cologne, beginning on September 18th. 
and continuing until the 23d. 

— Flower's Osetology of the Mammalia has been translated into 
the German by Dr. Hans Gadow. 

— For over fifty years Karl Ernst von Baer's " Uber Entwick- 
lungsgeschichte der Thiere" has remained incomplete. At last, 
Dr. L. Stieder, of Konigsberg, has issued the fourth (last) part 
from von Baer's own manuscript. 

— Dr. Fridtjof Nansen, curator of the Bergens (Norway) Mu- 
seum, goes this summer to Greenland, and expects to cross the 
country on sledges and snow-shoes. 

— During the absence of Dr. Stuhlmann in Zanzibar, Dr. A, 
Schuberg occupies the position of assistant in the Zoological-zoo- 
tomical Institute at Wiirzburg. 

— Dr. P. P. C. Hoek, of Leiden, well known for his many mor- 
phological investigations, has been appointed to the scientific direc- 
torship of the Dutch Fisheries Commission. 

— Dr. Ephraim George Squier, the well-known archaeologist, 
died in Brooklyn, N. Y., April 17, 1888. He was born in Beth- 
lehem, N. Y., in 1821, graduated at Princeton in 1848. His first 
work of note was the investigation, in company with Dr. E. H. 
Davis, of the mounds of the Mississippi Valley, the results of 
which formed the first volume of the Smithsonian " Contributions 
to Knowledge." Other works in the same line were his "Ancient 
Monuments of the West " and his " Aboriginal Monuments of New 
York." Later he was sent on government service to Central Amer- 
ica, which resulted in several works on the ethnology and antiqui- 
ties of that region. In 1863 he visited Peru, but his account of his 
investigations in that region was cut short in the middle of its pub- 
lication by a mental disorder, which left him for the last seventeen 
years of his life utterly incapacitated for work. 

— Henry James Storin Pryer, a well-known entomologist, died 
in Yokohama, February 17,1888. Since 1871 he has resided in 
China and Japan, and at his death had in press an extensive work 
upon the butterflies of Japan, with English and Japanese text. 

— The Pennsylvania Forestry Association appeals to Congress 
against the wide and wanton destruction of the forests. . . . Of the 
two bills now pending in Congress, No. 6045 provides a remedy 
for the mischief, and is greatly preferable to No. 7901 . The for- 
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mer bill provides for the careful selection of proper lands for per- 
mannet forests, to be guarded from spoliation and destruction, and 
for the advantageous sale of merchantable timber under Govern- 
ment supervision, and with constant regard to the preservation of 
new growths. The bill also makes unauthorized cutting and injury 
a criminal offence, and establishes a system of guardianship and 
enforcement of the laws against individuals and corporations. The 
bill No. 7901 is much more loosely drawn as to protection from 
waste and injury, and lacks definite and strict methods of enforcing 
the law. 

— Professor Joshua Lindahl, of Rock Island, has been appointed 
by the Governor of Illinois to the position of Curator of the State 
Museum at Springfield, in place of the late Professor A. H. 
Worthen. 

— The Zoological Society of Philadelphia is about to 
break ground for extensive additions to the reptile house. They 
are going to build two wings each thirty-two by twenty-eight feet, 
which will be simply conservatories. In one of these the tree- 
climbing snakes and lizards will be seen in the natural slate and 
among plants and shrubs as under natural conditions. 



PROCEEDINGS OF SCIENTIFIC SOCIETIES. 

Biological Society op Washington. — May 19, 1888. — 
The following communications were read : Mr. F. W. True, 
"The Hawaiian Bat;" Mr. Wm. T. Hornaday, "Man-Eating 
Crocodiles;" Dr. C. Hart Merriam, " A Revision of the Dipo- 
didse ; " Mr. F. A. Lucas, " The Affinities of Chamsea," 

June 2, 1888. — At the last meeting of the season the following 
papers were read : Mr. F. H. Knowlton, " Notes on the Fossil 
Wood of the Yellowstone Natural Park ; " Mr. W. B. Alwood, 
" Notes on the Artificial Pollenation of Wheat ; " Mr. F. A. 
Lucas, " Abnormalities in the Ribs of Birds':" 

Philosophical Society op Washington, Saturday Evening 
May 26th, 1888. — The following communications were read : Mr. 
Robert T. Edes, "The Sphygmograph ;" Mr. H. A. Hazen, "The 
Recent Mount Vernon (111.) Tornado ; : ' Mr. Merwin-Marie Snell, 
"Observations on Certain Hypnotic Experiments oftheComtede 
Maricourt ;" Professor E. D. Cope, " The Relation of Consciousness 
to Animal Motion." 



